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Welcome

In this session, we will talk about your family photographs:

• Types of Historical Photographs and Preservation Tips
• Detailed Analysis for Dating Photos
• Techniques for Research and Dating Photos
• Repair and Restoration
• Quick Case Study
• Q&A



Types of Historical Photographs 
and Preservation Tips



Daguerreotypes (1840s-1860s)

Based on a technique 

developed by Frenchman 

Louis Daguerre (1787-1851). 

Small, very fragile 

photographs developed on 

a polished silver-plated 

sheet of copper.

Archival Challenges: Susceptible to physical damage, tarnishing, and corrosion.

Preservation Tips: Store in airtight cases with protective glass to minimize 

exposure to air and pollutants.



Ambrotypes (1855-1865)

Similar cases and frames as daguerreotypes but without their mirror-like reflective 

quality from the silver plate. In this case, the image is created on glass. Like the 

daguerreotype, very delicate and easily damaged.

Archival Challenges: Fragility of glass, 

deterioration of backing material.

Preservation Tips: Handle with care, store 

upright in cushioned boxes, and keep in 

stable, controlled environments.



Tintypes (1856-1900)

The first rapid and inexpensive photograph technique. It was most popular between 

the 1860s and 1900s but stayed in use long after. Made directly onto a thin sheet of 

metal, they can be found in frames, sleeves, or loose. Also known as a ferrotype.

Archival Challenges: Prone to 

rust and bending; image can 

peel off the metal.

Preservation Tips: Store flat in 

archival sleeves, avoid bending 

or scratching.



Cartes des Visites (1860s-1870s)

Visiting Cards - Small photographs (slightly larger than a modern business card) 

mounted on a thin card intended to pass to friends and family.

Archival Challenges: Paper and photographic 

chemicals can deteriorate

Preservation Tips: Store in archival-quality 

photo albums or acid-free boxes.



Cabinet Cards (1860s-1900s)

Using larger and thicker card stock than a Cartes des Visites with the intention of the 

photo being openly displayed in a cabinet, hence the name. Typically, the 

photography studio was prominently shown on the front and back of the card.

Archival Challenges: Similar to 

cartes de visites with additional 

risk due to larger size causing 

more bending and damage.

Preservation Tips: Store flat, 

ideally in custom-sized archival 

boxes.



Personalized Post Cards (1900s-1940s)

Studios could use their photographs, or customers could 

bring in their own to be put onto a postcard format for 

mailing to friends and relatives.

Archival Challenges: Ink and 

photo degradation, paper 

becoming brittle.

Preservation Tips: Store in acid-

free sleeves, avoid light 

exposure, and maintain low 

humidity.



Popular Photography (1900s-2000)

Kodak introduced the Box Brownie in 

1900 for one dollar, making it simple 

and inexpensive for anyone to take 

photographs. Advances came over the 

years, color, zoom, disposable, and 

digital.

Archival Challenges: Film degradation (e.g., color 

fading, vinegar syndrome, cellulose acetate 

degradation).

Preservation Tips: Keep negatives in a cool, dry 

place; use archival sleeves for prints; digitize for 

long-term preservation.



Digital (Phone) (2000-Present)

Digital phone cameras, equipped 

with advanced sensors and multi-

lens systems, offer high-resolution 

imaging that rivals traditional 

cameras, featuring innovations like 

night mode, optical zoom, and AI-

enhanced scene detection. 

Image produced with AI

Archival Challenges: Data corruption, media 

obsolescence, and data loss. Too many to manage.

Preservation Tips: Regular backups, use reliable 

and multiple storage formats, and cloud storage.



Preserving Photos Digitally

Digitize Your Photographs: Either self-scan or use a professional scanning service.

Organize Your Digital Files: Establish a consistent file and folder naming system.

Secure Storage Solutions: Store your photographs both locally and on the cloud.

Protect Your Images: Ensure you take regular backups and have version control.

Control Your Images: Consider creating watermarked versions for public use.



Detailed Analysis for Dating Photos



Note Every Detail

The WW1 Silver War Badge was 

given to wounded veterans

Wedding ring?

Note the man’s affectionate pose 

(father or husband?)

Also, note the type of furniture.

Use computer zoom or a magnifying glass



The date and subjects of this photo are written on the reverse. However, take care;  

annotations are not always correct

Is there a publisher or Studio? Is anything written on the photo?

Note Every Detail



Clothing
Fashion is an excellent indicator of the date of the photograph

Take into account the context, social class, location and occasion.



Hats
In the past, fashionable hats were an excellent indicator of date.

Both men’s and women’s hat fashions 

undertook significant changes throughout the 

Victorian (1837 – 1901) to Edwardian (1901-

1910) eras.



H

Hair
Like clothes and hats women’s hair can help determine a period

There are still some clues in men’s hairstyles, but compared to women, men’s 

hairstyles are very similar throughout the period as can be seen from this period 

photo.

ChatGPT Image ChatGPT Image



Beards and Mustaches
Like women’s hair men’s beards and mustaches follow trends.

According to official portraits, William Taft (pictured above in 1908) was the last US 

president to have facial hair.



Uniforms, badges and insignia
Many groups, in addition the visits military have uniforms

This is a group of volunteer firemen who 

were employed by a large flour mill.



Background
What else is in the picture that will help with dating?

Can we date the 

furniture used as a 

prop in this studio?

When were 

these 

cigarettes 

sold?

What do we know 

about this pub? 

(Changing color 

sometimes 

enhances details)

Can we identify and date 

this car?



Family Tree
The photo should align with your genealogical research.

One of the most important 

parts of dating a family 

photo is collating it with 

your family tree.

What date range does your 

family tree give you for the 

photo’s subjects? Do these 

data points align?



Techniques for Research and 
Dating Photos



Dating : Search Engines
First Stop: Google search, just an incredible tool 

Google will point you to information that will 

help you date your photograph or link to 

specialist websites (there are hundreds) to 

further your research.



Dating : Image Search
Next: Google Images: Search by Image

By using “Search by Image” you will be shown similar images 

that may have already been dated. You can use an image 

search by image on the whole or part of the photograph. 



Dating : Genealogy Sites
Pose the dating question on a Genealogy site or Facebook Page.

Has a good photo estimating tool (paid site)



Dating : Artificial Intelligence (AI) Sites
Start a Conversation With an AI System.



Dating : Artificial Intelligence (AI) Sites
You can ask AI to date your photograph



Repair and Restoration



Repair and Restoration
Many sites offer photo colorization and repair (using AI)

Restored using

Always ensure you keep your original safe and sound.



Repair and Restoration

Restored using

No expertise needed and the results are very impressive



The Future With AI

Restored using

Now you can bring photos to life - literally 

Original
Restored and 

Colorized

Cropped and 

Brightened

Brought to Life



A Case Study



Case Study: Tom, Sidney, George & Harry

This is a photo of 

my great-uncles, 

all born in the 

1890s.



Case Study: Examine in Detail

Names on the Front

Studio name: 
R J Watson 70, 

Anlaby Road, Hull
(active from the 
1890s to 1920s)

This book is possibly 
BEN HUR published 
in 1880. Most likely 
an old studio prop

But also, on the 
back in a different 

order



Case Study: Uniforms
In this case, colorization has helped with the details

From genealogical investigation.  Harry and George Dixon were in the 
Navy. Harry was demobbed on 21 Jan 1920, and George was demobbed 
on 13 May 1919. So, the photograph must have been taken before 13 
May 1919.

Trade Badge – Stoker, he worked in the engine 
room

Good Conduct Stripe.  Awarded after three years 
of good service, a second stripe was awarded 
after eight years.  Both Harry and George enlisted 
in 1913, so the photo is after 1916.

World War One service stripes.  One stripe for 
each year of active service during the war.  Both 
have four stripes, WW1 started in July 1914 so 
the photo must be from July 1918 or later.

From the uniforms alone, we can date the photograph between July 
1918 and May 1919.



Case Study: Identifying People

I have uploaded my family history photographs to Google Photos, which 
has a person identification algorithm.  Luckily, I have a known 
photograph of George Dixon that matches the sailor on the left.

So, we now know that George is on the left and Harry is on the right.



Case Study: Family History

Silver War badge for wounded veterans.

The Germans captured Sidney on the Western Front 
in November 1916. Records show he was repatriated 
on the 14th of January 1919 (just in time to get 
married on the 25th of January). He is not known to 
have been wounded. It was the case that many British 
prisoners held by the Germans complained that they 
did not get enough to eat and came home very thin.

Tom was badly wounded in Gallipoli (possibly at the 
battle of Sulva in August) in the summer of 1915, and 
by 1917 he was shown as a military pensioner.  I don’t 
have the exact discharge date, but I expect it was as 
early as 1915 with his wounds.



Case Study: Family History

Sidney, on the left, is very thin. Thomas, on the right, 
is wearing his Silver War Badge.

Sidney and Thomas are in civilian clothes.  It appears 
that the picture was taken after 14th January 1919 
(Sidney’s return to England.)

Now looking at Sidney’s left hand, there does not 
appear to be a wedding ring. Assuming he wore a 
wedding ring, then there is a possibility that this 
picture was taken at or before his wedding, between 
the 14th and 25th of January 1919. 

As neither Sidney nor Thomas are wearing a 
boutonnière, perhaps this is not his wedding day. 

The open book on the desk is likely to have some 
relevance, but impossible to say what it is.



Case Study: Conclusion

We can now say that the men in the photo (left to 
right) are Sidney, George, Harry, and Thomas.

The photo was taken at R. J. Watson's studio, 70 
Anlaby Road, Hull, between 14 January 1919 and 13 
May 1919.  It is likely to be closer to the earlier date.
 
It is possible that the photo coincides with Sidney’s 
return to England prior to his marriage on January 25, 
1919.

It was incredibly lucky that all four brothers who 
served and saw action during World War One came 
home safely.



Thank You For Attending
Good Luck With Your Research

John.Beaumont@Outlook.com

www.youtube.com/@Beaumont-Genealogy/videos

https://www.beaumont-genealogy.com
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