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PURPOSE



Genealogy is a powerful 
tool for uncovering missing 
ancestors, resolving long -
standing questions, and 
piecing together broken 

family lines.

Solve Family Mysteries

Genealogy allows families 
to pass down meaningful 

stories, traditions, and 
values to future 

generations. It helps 
ensure that ancestors are 

remembered and that their 
lives are not lost to time.

Preserve Family Stories

What is Your Purpose

Many people want to 
understand where they 

come from geographically, 
culturally, and genetically. 
Tracing family history helps 
them feel connected to their 
ancestors and can provide a 

stronger sense of identity.

Discover Your Roots 
and Identity



APPROACH



There are different ways that you can focus on your family story

Family HistoryLineage

ÅTells how ancestors lived
ÅAdds photos, wills, maps, etc.
ÅUses forensic tools (e.g., photo 

analysis)
ÅBuilds narrative - rich trees
ÅEmphasizes personal stories

ÅFollows direct family lines
ÅUses birth, marriage, death 

records
ÅFocuses on names and dates
ÅPrioritizes pedigree charts
ÅOften light on context

Social History

ÅAdds community and context
ÅIncludes jobs, housing, and 

neighbors
ÅUses local histories and 

newspapers
ÅApplies the FAN method
ÅAdds historical notes to the tree

Different Approaches



TAKE STOCK



Take Stock

˸̥̙̖̣̒ ̙̥̈̒Я̤ ˲̝̣̖̪̒̕ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ˷̞̝̪̒̚

Talk with Relatives While You Can

Before diving into online research, take a look  at what your family already has. 
Old photos, letters, family Bibles, and personal items can offer valuable clues. 
Wills, deeds, and newspaper clippings may reveal names, places, and stories 
̪̠̦ ̨̠̟Я̥ ̗̟̚̕ ̨̟̪̙̖̣̖̒ ̖̝̤̖˟ ˶̧̖̟ ̤̦̝̔̒̒ ̗̞̝̪̒̚ ̤̥̠̣̖̤̚ ̟̔̒ ̡̠̖̟ ̡̦̟̖̩̖̥̖̔̕ 
doors.

Your oldest relatives are living libraries. Take time to talk with them 
Э ̟̒̕ ̗̚ ̥̙̖̪Я̣̖ ̠̞̗̠̣̥̝̖̔̒̓˝ ̣̖̠̣̔̕ ̥̙̖ ̧̠̟̖̣̤̥̠̟̔̒̚ ̠̣ ̥̜̖̒ ̟̠̥̖̤˟ 
˳̖ ̘̖̟̥̝̖ ̨̥̙̚ ̧̤̖̟̤̥̖̚̚ ̡̥̠̤̔̚˝ ̟̒̕ ̣̖̞̖̞̖̣̓ ̥̙̥̒ ̞̖̞̠̣̖̤̚ ̣̖̟̒Я̥ 
always exact, but they can point you in the right direction.

What does your family have that will help your research?



PRESERVE



Catalog and Document

Document the Details

Capture the Story

Photograph heirlooms, records, and memorabilia in good lighting. Include labels 
or digital notes that describe what each item is, who it belonged to, and when or 
̨̙̖̣̖ ̥̚ ̨̤̒ ̦̤̖̕˟ ˷̠̣ ̡̖̩̞̝̖̒˝ б˸̡̣̟̒̒̕˘̤ ̈̈˺˺ ̞̖̝̒̕˝ ̨̣̖̒̒̕̕ ˢ˪˥˥˝ ˷̣̟̖̒̔

Go beyond the item itself. Write down or record the story behind it Э
how it was used, passed down, or discovered. These stories give 
context and emotional connection that dates and names alone 
̟̔̒Я̥ ̡̥̦̣̖̔̒˟

̧̣̖̤̖̣̖́ ̙̥̈̒ ̠̦̊Я̧̖ ˷̠̦̟̕



File, Share, and Protect

Organize and Back Up

Share and Preserve

Create a system that works for you Эdigital folders by surname, physical binders 
by record type, or a mix. Always keep backup copies of digital files (cloud + 
external drive) and protect paper documents in acid - free sleeves or boxes.

˵̠̟Я̥ ̡̜̖̖ ̥̚ ̝̝̒ ̥̠ ̪̠̦̣̤̖̝̗Эshare heirloom photos and stories with 
̗̞̝̪̒̚ ̠̣ ̡̦̝̠̒̕ ̥̙̖̞ ̥̠ ̘̖̟̖̝̠̘̪̒ ̤̥̖̤̚˟ ˲̕̕ б̙̖̣̝̠̠̞̚ ̟̠̥̖̤в ̥̠ 
your tree so future generations know the significance of each item.

Organize for the Future



EXAMPLE



RESEARCH PLAN



A Typical Genealogy Workflow
From family clues to evidence-based stories

AI assists у
evidence leads

1. Start With What You Know

Yourself, parents, grandparents, stories

2. Gather & Preserve

Photos, documents, heirlooms, 
interviews

3. Build a Working Tree

Organize names, dates, places, 
relationships

4. Search the Records

Census, vital records, newspapers, wills, 
land

5. Use AI as Your Assistant

Transcribe, summarize, brainstorm, 
translate, spot gaps

6. Analyze the Evidence

Compare sources, resolve conflicts, 
question assumptions

7. Add Context & Story

Places, occupations, migration, FAN 
club, local history

8. Verify, Cite & Share

Document sources, preserve findings, 
share responsibly

AI can help at every stage у but records, evidence, and judgment still lead the way.

FAMILY CLUES

EVIDENCE-BASED STORY



People You Know
It Starts With You

Add Immediate Family
ÅInclude your parents, siblings, aunts, and uncles
ÅRecord key facts: names, birthplaces, occupations
ÅAsk questions and compare notes with relatives
ÅChoose to follow either your maternal or paternal line first

ÅYou are the first twig in your tree
ÅBegin with your full name, birthdate, and place
ÅAdd what you know Эphotos, stories, important life events
ÅThis simple start will quickly branch into a larger tree

Expand to Extended Family
ÅAdd grandparents, cousins, great - aunts, and uncles
ÅLook for clues in census records, obituaries, and photos
ÅConnect families through marriage records and children
ÅWatch your tree grow as patterns and stories emerge



Stepping Back in Time

Far Ancestors (200 Ь400 Years Ago)
ÅWork into the 1600s and 1800s, often pre - census
ÅFocus on parish records, tax rolls, and early military records
ÅBe alert for spelling changes and shifting borders
ÅLink families through community ties and historical events

Near Ancestors (Up to 200 Years Ago)
ÅTrace back to great - grandparents and their parents
ÅUse censuses, wills, church, and land records
ÅPay attention to maiden names and family migrations
ÅStart identifying patterns in names, locations, and occupations

Distant Ancestors (Over 400 Years Ago)
ÅEnter the era of early written records Эscarce and hard to find
ÅUse probate files, land grants, and manorial records
ÅUnderstand social class: fewer records exist for common folk
ÅBe cautious Эmany trees at this level rely on assumptions



SEARCH STRATEGY






