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explore DNA, and use i
Al to research with confidence.
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PURPOSE




Genealogy is a powerful
tool for uncovering missing
ancestors, resolving long-
standing questions, and
piecing together broken
family lines.

What is Your Purpose

Genealogy allows families
to pass down meaningful
stories, traditions, and
values to future
generations. It helps
ensure that ancestors are
remembered and that their

lives are not lost to time.

Many people want to
understand where they
come from geographically,
culturally, and genetically.
Tracing family history helps
them feel connected to their
ancestors and can provide a
stronger sense of identity.
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Lineage

Follows direct family lines
Uses birth, marriage, death
records

Focuses on names and dates
Prioritizes pedigree charts
Often light on context

ferent Approaches

Family History

Tells how ancestors lived
Adds photos, wills, maps, etc.
Uses forensic tools (e.g., photo
analysis)

Builds narrative-rich trees
Emphasizes personal stories

King Edward Street, Hull

Social History

« Adds community and context

* Includes jobs, housing, and
neighbors

- Uses local histories and
newspapers

« Applies the FAN method

 Adds historical notes to the tree




TAKE STOCK




Take Stock

What does your family have that will help your research?

Gather What's Already in the Family

Before diving into online research, take a look at what your family already has.
Old photos, letters, family Bibles, and personal items can offer valuable clues.
Wills, deeds, and newspaper clippings may reveal names, places, and stories

you won't find anywhere else. Even casual family stories can open unexpected

doors.

Talk with Relatives While You Can

Your oldest relatives are living libraries. Take time to talk with

| th

em

— and if they’re comfortable, record the conversation or take

> Notes.

Be gentle with sensitive topics, and remember that memorie

S aren’t

always exact, but they can point you in the right direction.




PRESERVE




Catalog and Document

Preserve What You’'ve Found

Document the Details

Photograph heirlooms, records, and memorabilia in good Iighting. Include labels

or digital notes that describe what each item is, who it belonged to, and when or

where it was used. For example, “Grandpa’'s WWII medal, awarded 1944, France

®= = |

LOSS OF GREENOCK. BUILT STEAMER

AND ALIL HANDS.

All hope for the safoty of the steamer Falls of
may now be looked upon ss lost with all on
board. She salled from Newport News for St

| Lucia and Buenos Ayres, with a cargo of coal, Go beyond the item itself. Write down or record the story behind it—
| on the 4th of October. Not baving been heard | . . : :
'of mince that date, she was yesterday posted at | how it was used, passed down, or discovered. These stories give

[ Rieteiln Rt uSuine. e Trls o8 context and emotional connection that dates and names alone

owned in Glasgow by Messrs Wright, Geaham can't Capture.
& Co., and commanded by Captain Smith. She |
| was built at Greenock in 1888 by Messrs Russell
& Co., and engined by Messrs BEankin & Black-

. -

[ more.

“LOSS OF GREENOCK-BUILT STEAMER AND ALL HANDS”, Greenock Telegraph
and Clyde Shipping Gazette, Pub, Thursday 20 December 1900, page 2, col 3,




File, Share, and Protect

Organize for the Future

3 DOCUMENTS

< 1
57 Genealogy

Miller Family

Organize and Back Up

Create a system that works for you—digital folders by surname, physical binders
| PHoTos | by record type, or a mix. Always keep backup copies of digital files (cloud +
____________________ W oeens | external drive) and protect paper documents in acid-free sleeves or boxes.

SETRRETRRRNRRARNENENE = cTTERS
| WILLOS

Census Records
Davis Family

Birth Certificates
Wilson Family
Marriage Records

Share and Preserve

Don't keep it all to yourself—share heirloom photos and stories with
family or upload them to genealogy sites. Add “heirloom notes” to
your tree so future generations know the significance of each item.




Basic Documentation — File/folder names
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Think about the file name (and folder structure): Genealogists always use

this day, month, year format
Bousfield Beatrice. BC 28Nov1905







A Typical Genealogy Workflow Al assists —

evidence leads

From family clues to evidence-based stories

FAMILY CLUES

1. Start With What You Know 2. Gather & Preserve 3. Build a Working Tree 4. Search the Records
— — —
. Photos, documents, heirlooms, Organize names, dates, places, Census, vital records, newspapers, wills,
Yourself, parents, grandparents, stories . . . .
interviews relationships land
8. Verify, Cite & Share 7. Add Context & Story 6. Analyze the Evidence
- - -—
Document sources, preserve findings, Places, occupations, migration, FAN Compare sources, resolve conflicts,
share responsibly club, local history question assumptions

EVIDENCE-BASED STORY

Al can help at every stage — but records, evidence, and judgment still lead the way.




« Begin wi

.3 Charles G Beaumont
1930-1998

People You Know

It Starts With You

 You are the first twig in your tree

th your full name, birthdate, and place

- Add what you know—photos, stories, important life events
» This simple start will quickly branch into a larger tree

| Martna Annie C Timas | Add Immediate FCImily

Stephen Bousfield
. 1908-1959

-------- )

6 Betty Bousfield

ot Lo » Choose to follow either your maternal or paternal line first

Expand to Extended Family

» Include your parents, siblings, aunts, and uncles
» Record key facts: names, birthplaces, occupations
TR | « Ask questions and compare notes with relatives

Add grandparents, cousins, great-aunts, and uncles

Look for clues in census records, obituaries, and photc
Connect families through marriage records and chi

Q

D
D

)S

Watch your tree grow as patterns and stories emerge




Stepping Back in Time

Near Ancestors (Up to 200 Years Ago)

 Trace back to great-grandparents and their parents

 Use censuses, wills, church, and land records

- Pay attention to maiden names and family migrations

- Start identifying patterns in names, locations, and occupations

Far Ancestors (200-400 Years Ago)

« Work into the 1600s and 1800s, often pre-census
« Focus on parish records, tax rolls, and early military records
 Be alert for spelling changes and shifting borders

» Link families through community ties and historical events

Distant Ancestors (Over 400 Years Ago)

 Enter the era of early written records—scarce and hard to find
 Use probate files, land grants, and manorial records

 Understand social class: fewer records exist for common folk
- Be cautious—many trees at this level rely on assumptions




SEARCH STRATEGY




SEARCH STRATEGIES

.~ AND TECHNIQUES -

Start with broad search, then “focus in,”
using more parameters.

Be careful with “exact” searches
(most searches default to “similar” or “sounds like”). NUMERATION

Use wildcards.
Typically, “**” for multiple characters,
“?"” for single characters.

Use nicknames, married names,
and abbreviated names.

If you can’t find someone,

try looking for their family
or relatives (FAN Network).



VARIATIONS
& NAME CHANGES |

D] O-

Names are not always written the same way
— or used the same way — over time.

Stepfamily name changes

given name later.

Names reused
Families often reused the names of
children who died.

Common names
Naming conventions often lead to multiple
people with the same name.

Spelling variations
Check phonetic spellings - reading and
writing skills lead to misspellings.

Translations matter
Look for native language translations
and translation variations.

Cultural & religious patterns

Consider cultural or religious
naming patterns (Christian first names).

Social “renaming”
Consider anglicizing immigrants’ names.

Some children are given their stepfather’s last
name while in his household and revert to their

| SCHEDULE No. 1.
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wl INACCURACIES
- AND E§>'£<£MATES >

T g
e Document the facts you know are accurate
scnnoe L PSS R as the foundation of your research.
S Mgl = letpiees
A : Age B'\rt\\}»\.u" | DA : 7 / | .
R 5 | gadp\ee s Some of your “facts” may be estimates,

.
1

| / /’ ’ll -
1
; L //’/a/? Ji« &
{ /;/“1'/ (:-.:lv/{(..

perhaps a date range for birth or death,

Hitlie Bl = or a state rather than a city.
",:m/h'// &1:114 3] 3

There are errors, omissions, lies, and guesses
in numerous “official” records.

/ :
Jnat: Y/

Many (if not most) family trees online have inaccuracies.
As a rule, the more people in the tree,
the less accurate it is.

Family lore (e.g., great-grandfather was at the Alamo)
often turns out to be incorrect.

Watch out for intentional inaccuracies.

Understand primary and secondary sources.




UNDERSTANDING DATES

—»>—— Dates tell a story—use them wisely. —<s=

Date formats: Don’t assume. Write dates as 12 Oct 1845 to avoid confusion.

Treat ages as clues, not facts. Many ages were estimated or rounded.
Baptism, christening, registration, and birth may be different dates.

Watch for delayed registrations or events recorded long after they occurred.

9 b |

“About,” “circa,” “before,” and “after” are useful when exact dates are uncertain. £ |
Compare dates across records before deciding which is most reliable. < E‘{Z‘%e 3)3
about &

| - abt 1865 fu

A date may reflect when the event was recorded, not when it happened. S Aef 1900 <

Some records deliberately round up or round down dates. Be aware of this.

S &N

@: | Dates are clues, not certainties. Use them thoughtfully and keep learning!
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.. THE 1752 CALENDAR CHANGE

s Why some dates look “wrong” (and why double dates appear)

<>
JULIAN — GREGORIAN (RGN JSNAWNE WHAT HAPPENED IN 17527 WHY IT MATTERS
CALENDAR CALENDAR |

In 1752, Britain and its colonies

switched from the Julian calendar
to the Gregorian calendar.

THE TIMELINE Always consider this

11-day difference when

To realign the calendar with the seasons,
Britain “lost” 11 days in September 1752.

Dates before Sept 1752
in British records follow

the Julian calendar.

0
Wednesday Thursday 11 DAYS @ Dates on/after 14 Sept 1752
2 Sept 1752 14 Sept 1752 QLT follow the Gregorian calendar.

1 3 . Last day in the These 11 days First day in the Gregorian calendar
‘) Julian calendar in use 3 ' ; " ]
Julian calendar did not exist! Gregorian calendar in use
DOUBLE DATES EXPLAINED NEW YEAR’S DAY ALSO CHANGED
Because of the switch, records may show = - Before 1752 (Julian Calendar) After 1752 (Gregorian Calendar) WHAT '}‘O DO
two dates for the same event. 7 B m::"s t2e4<jvent The new year in England and The new year now starts on ;
:;::)r(rjuli::) Whiacnhuary the colonies started on 1 January. @ Be aware when working with
: ' 18th-century British records.
.Baf«tozd 24 jm 7/ 7 40/ 47 equals 3 February 1741 S aiEI b)) )/
T T (Gregorian) Q Look for double dates.
: 25 March 1741 1 January 1752
Old Style (Julian) New Style (Gregorian) Both are correct! { was New Year's Day became New Year's Day 0 Consider the 11-day difference
24 Jan 1740 3 Feb 1741 when comparing dates.
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The Devil Is Always in the Details

Small clues. Big impact.

1. READ EVERY LINE
Names, dates, places, and margins
may all hold clues.

2. ORIGINAL, COPY, OR INTERPRETATION?
Determine if this is an original record,
a copy, or someone’s interpretation.
That affects reliability.

3. FIRSTHAND, SECONDHAND, OR UNKNOWN?

Evaluate source quality — is the information
firsthand, secondhand, or unknown?

4. DON'T ASSUME — VERIFY
Check transcriptions, spellings,
and place names for accuracy.

5. UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU’'RE READING
Some terms or legal phrases may not
mean what we think.

6. ONE SMALL CLUE CAN CHANGE THE STORY
A single overlooked detail can shift the
entire story — take your time and dig deep.

SLOW DOWN.

T4
ZOOM IN. VERIFY THE DETAILS. ((©))

Location details
can be important

Date tells you
when recorded

P > No. ~ 7—“ ;
age No Supervisor's Dist. No. 2

SCHEDULE 1.—Inhabitants in  Dislrue? & = Enumeration Dist. No._ 45 . ||
oo in District 3 b tne Covkd  in the County of Mum -0 finoer, State of 04«?
State of O , enumerated by me on the. /7 = . day of ,jw - .
Post Office: _ Slewbenville W’"— H. Sl Bosmerstor.
: “torer ' | PERSONAL DESCRIPTION. '
Spelling | The Name of ——— ' , OCCUPATION. | PLACE OP BIRTH. |
e 9 *sch Persoa whose place = [ Martied | Wuttied
variations TR RELATION ,’ ’ asve. | witnio, [ € (Naming the State, e, ’
l‘ 1st day of Jaoe, 1880, 4 S . f ' - o “« Pl ™ I i cm"”
| was lo ll;lj {a_nl.ly. a 2 : , t I L 4 A . | ' ’
Jobn W. Mcller Hm,t’/v;«z' ' : L
Sarah E. Mller | wife F | 38 Birthplace
: | ‘
A ! Mary E Mller | daw | W | 16 may reveal
es ma e - | g2
§95 may James Mller Son | M | /3 e
estimated or oy . s ,
rounded I dav W poe.
| Robert Miller || gom | W |
| ' | »
' > A% o l ‘
\RKS. ’
Occupation

o Robert reporls /a,d“ bores: coo GMW
Naturaliged 1872. o

adds context

Marginal notes
often hold clues



YOUR TURN!

Would the information be first-hand, second-hand, or unknown?

Birthplace on
a death
certificate

e Date of death
on a death
certificate

o Birth date on
a gravestone

e Age on the

1950 U.S.
census

o Someone

tells you their
birthday

CERTIFICATE or DEATH CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 1950_1) 1
&&&&& AR L . —— e - L8 N P
G,
= = / EEE | — o U. S. Census
hoaco Mnecee A@ I{rclt-c | "v- nr,pa ‘ne bkr/ Toes (fons }r e a-r( 7-:- wa tret ic o Kh—./: . .
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FIRST-HAND

The person with direct
knowledge or saw/
experienced the event.

|

SECOND-HAN
Someone else reported

the information or it was
passed down.

UNKNOWN

The source does not
tell us who provided
the information.







WHERE DNA FITS IN MODERN GENEALOGY Neplevdncs

A powerful clue — but not the whole answer

relatives. unexpected parentage.

4. Supports Research —
It Doesn’t Replace It

DNA points toward possibilities;
records and evidence still matter.

DNA gives clues. Records give context. Analysis builds the proof.

possible

1. Confirms Relationships 2. Opens New Doors 3. Can Be Emotional
Helps verify known family lines May reveal unknown branches, | fRe'sults-mayvrc'be.'sur[pnisinge,,..
and connect with genetic adoptions, name changes, or ¥ | confusing, or upsetting for

| you or other family members.

5. Works Best With a Tree

The more complete your tree,
the easier it is to understand
DNA matches.




The Role of DNA

Understand
Ethical Issues

DNA MatChing Before Testing

Connects you with relatives who have also taken DNA tests,
revealing shared ancestry and potential new family
branches

14
=

o iy *ﬁ

\— 74
|4

Lineage Tracking

Analyzes Y-DNA (father to son) and mitochondrial DNA
(mother to all children) to trace direct paternal and
maternal lines across generations

Ethnicity Estimate

Provides percentages of your ancestry from various global
regions, helping you understand your ethnic background.




How Are You Related?

DNA identifies
6.25% relatives, not
Great-great relationships.
grandparent
12.5% 6.25%

Great Great grand

grandparent uncle/aunt

25%  12.5% [ 3.125%

~ &
50% 6.25% 1.563% |
P i el Dk P R | Rty Na
-irst cousin Second cousir
{j’:fg 1cii

v/"r;.f": N roryy v:‘ \ \ AIAI\
v ll"i CInovecda ]

- onceremoved

50% [ 3.125% | 781%

ELF Sibling

50%

Second cousin

Third cousin
once removed

First cousin Second cousin

Niece/nephew
once removed once removed

.195%
Third cousin

25%

Grand First cousin Second cousin

niece/nephew twice removed twice removed twice removed

Data from The International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) Wiki (https://isogg.org/wiki/International Society of Genetic Genealogy)




ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE




Genealogy’s Next Leap: Assisted Research

&

{ Physical Research } - [ Remote Research }‘{ Assisted Research }

/ ® Physical research relied on in-person archives, libraries, and courthouses. \
e Remote research brought digitized records, searchable databases, and instant access. &

® Assisted research uses Al to help brainstorm, summarize, transcribe, and suggest next steps.

\\ * Alis not a source —itis a research partner, not a substitute for records or reasoning. /




Al Is Your Research Assistant, Not Your Source

Al can suggest, summarize, organize, and explain — but it does not prove anything.

(P mieANEERTTT (T mieawwor

v Suggest next research steps > Replace original records
v Summarize documents > Prove arelationship
v Transcribe or translate records > Guarantee accuracy
\ v Draft timelines and family stories / \ > Remove the need for citations / '

. [ Treat Al output as a lead, not a conclusion. J > |




The Increasing Role of (Gen)-Al

Data Analysis & Interpretation: Spot patterns, timelines, and inconsistencies in your research
Image Analysis & Photo Dating: Examine clothing, context, or photo type to estimate dates
Translation & Transcription: Read old handwriting and translate foreign-language records
Report Writing & Editing: Turn notes into polished reports, narratives, or summaries
Research Validation: Cross-check facts, sources, and logic for accuracy

Virtual Research Assistant: Brainstorm next steps, identify sources, and fill in gaps

Creating Content: Images, PDFs, Graphs, that can be used in your stories < o .

Brainstorming and Brickwalls: Al is excellent at suggesting new approaches




FACTS:

Census 1841 — Watford High Street, Watford:

Deec 315t 1843

i:_l:r_v banns] parish _ 0 _ orth (CoE)

James Beaumeon 'Labourer residence Rickmansworth

Father Tho:

Also Nam
John He

June 29% 18:
Sub-d

Aged 34 Journeyman Butcher/Fever

Ellen Beaumont(2) Present at Death:

t at both James Beaumo
Beaumont and Mary Ar rtham marr 1 Sarra

mas Beaumont 5
orth)

's marriage in 1843 and Thomas

Example Prompts You Can Use

Overcoming a brick wall

| have hit a brick wall with my research of James
Beaumont - Born approx 1823. These are my notes. |
cannot find him earlier than 1841. Please suggest a
strategy that | could take to overcome the brick wall.
You can ask me questions. Ask me one question at a
time. Formulate your advice based on my answers.

TIP: Tell ChatGPT to ask you questions to help with details.

g @



Example Prompts You Can Use

Create a research plan

| am researching my great-grandfather, Anthony Lopez, who
was born around 1860 and immigrated to the U.S. around

1880. We believe he came from Genoa, Italy, but we are
uncertain where he landed. He married Alessia Rossi, an
Italian woman, in Albany, New York, in 1882. He died in 1920.
Given his Spanish surname, | would like to explore whether his
name was changed or recorded differently. | want to start with
free online resources and later explore paid options and any
specialist sites for [talian migration. Help me create a step-by- 4
step research plan to find records of his immigration, .
naturalization, and origins

S = [ TIP: The more context the better. }

* - P ¥




Example Prompts You Can Use

Translate and Transcribe a Document

tlECEZJA P CKA

Dekunat TOALOL
ol /zigfgv/:‘ Z\m,‘z oie You are an expert genealogical translator fluent in historical
4 , languages. | have uploaded a foreigh-language genealogy
S‘N'ad.edwf’ ashenis | 0 document. Please identify the document's language, country
i d/(w/;(z //é(jz?é/(é of or.igin, ap.proximate tinje.period, and.d.ocument type, then
07’{,/;‘&20 | /w/éu 7 //]MLO/J ) // provide a faithful transcription of the original text (preserving
b //&/LZO}‘J/{M%/ s f/ufam{m//z/ & original spelling, abbreviations, and formatting), followed by

. f/ {q/é W, a complete English translation.

urodzc p
z WM/M(/ ochrzczony(a) zostal{a) dn 30 ((Grud«%(ﬁ/ ! 4
B /{W/{WW Wygm/u by Also, create a summary of the document's genealogical
/A;\e i, i O 5y ) significance, the individuals named, their relationships, key &
' ' 8 e dates, and anything useful for bwldmg or verifying a famﬂy
—— VO S ] tree.
: ;_.:-_;,,;:'_.-._--:,';-' A = :5;.:“ o ¢ e
L ¢
® 3 Q @

s [ TIP: Give ChatGPT a role }
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What Al Gets Wrong

® |t mayinvent records, books, dates, or citations

® It may sound confident while being wrong

® It may misread handwriting or images

® It may create a nice story that goes beyond the evidence (fluff)

® It may give different answers to the same question

~

-

)

Al can be useful and wrong at the same time.

-~
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Safe Al Rules for Genealogists

Avoid sharing sensitive details about living people \

Ask for sources, but verify them yourself
Check original records whenever possible
Keep your own notes and citations

Ask Al to separate facts, assumptions, and next steps o

Treat every Al answer as a lead, not a conclusion J

PR { Use Al with curiosity — and with caution. J

E) )
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Types of Software and Tools

DNA Testing & Analysis: Used to uncover genetic relationships
and ethnicity estimates (Ancestry, MyHeritage.

== Genealogy Research: Access vast databases of records,

' trees, and user-submitted content (Ancestry, FamilySearch...)
Family Tree Builders: Software for creating and

managing your family tree (RootsMagic, Legacy....

Collaborative Platforms: Enable shared editing and
coordination with relatives or researchers (WikiTree, Geni...)

Specialist Research Sites & Societies: Specialized access to
digitized historical documents and archives (National Archives, etc.)

Social Sites: Connect with other reseorchers join groups,
and ask questions (Facebook, Reddit...)

Use the righ | for the job — and ¢ ine tools (=
= —> .
to make your resecrch more powerfulI ‘Q 2




Ancestry Library Edition HeritageHub

Bilkions of records in census data,_vital Y

ANCESLYV records, military records, directories, p S, collec
o and more powered by Arnx . g notices, 1704 - toda

o0 _:)

MyHeritage

Genealogy information including family trees Premier collections of original military

gether more than 6 b fold3 — records including the stories, photos, and
- personal documents of
-t-d. NnoeoesLrn

- wios Te - ! on
" MyHeritage > those who served

FamilySearch

HCPLC is an aff .

to agital genealogical collectio
otherwise a

FJ’T‘:;'_\S'EJ.H

access these collections from the library

L¥GALE

" Atrcan Amadcan Finp A CRAVE GALE DIRECTORY

LIBRARY

WEEXTY(ELLIS ISLAND

ﬁ ;:;;;ij‘m‘sz;;;za C y "d“"s L "St

- lels [ T - o - - l i
ERS 1sang Fassenger — -y ' S LISt

. 29CN n YIRS o

AVAILABLE
AT THE
LIBRARY

At the library, you can access free
versions of genealogy research tools as
well as links to dozens of specialty
research sites. The Florida History &
Genealogy Library is located at the John
F. Germany Public Library. The Robert W.
Saunders Sr. Library specializes in

African American history and genealogy.




KEEP A BACKUP COPY

Always maintain a backup of your

family tree data to prevent loss.

== CITE YOUR SOURCES

Accurately record where each piece of
/ information came from. It’s invaluable
for verifying data and future research.

NEVER COPY SOMEONE ELSE’S RESEARCH

Verify any research before incorporating
it into your own. Shortcuts can lead to

misinformation.

ONE SOURCE IS NOT PROOF |

Seek multiple sources to confirm findings.
Relying on only one source can lead to

errors and inaccuracies.

ANCESTORS WERE NOT ALWAYS TRUTHFUL

Historical records often contain inaccuracies
due to human error or intentional falsehoods.

</ =t DNA & Al ARE POWERFUL TOOLS — |

/and always verify conclusions with

BUT NOT PROOF
' Use DNA matches and Al thoughtfully,

records and evidence.

ORGANIZE AS YOU GO

Good organization (folders, naming
conventions, notes, and citations) saves
time and reduces frustration.

GENEALOGY IS A MARATHON, NOTA SPRINP

Be patient, persistent, and celebrate the
small discoveries along the way!




Beaumont-Genealogy

Genea/ogy ana’ Gen-A/
On Youlube

Be Smarter: Gen-Al, Genealogy, and Guidance

@Beaumont-Genealogy - 2.7K subscribers - 95 videos

Learn how to use Al tools like ChatGPT for genealogy research and family history ...more

beaumont-genealogy.com

Customize channel Manage videos ( View channel stats Q :

My YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@Beaumont-Genealogy/videos

My Genealogy Website: For This Presentation
https://www.beaumont-genealogy.com/classes

My Email:
John.Beaumont@Outlook.com
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