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PURPOSE



Genealogy is a powerful 
tool for uncovering missing 
ancestors, resolving long-

standing questions, and 
piecing together broken 

family lines.

Solve Family Mysteries

Genealogy allows families 
to pass down meaningful 

stories, traditions, and 
values to future 

generations. It helps 
ensure that ancestors are 

remembered and that their 
lives are not lost to time.

Preserve Family Stories

What is Your Purpose

Many people want to 
understand where they 

come from geographically, 
culturally, and genetically. 

Tracing family history helps 
them feel connected to their 
ancestors and can provide a 

stronger sense of identity.

Discover Your Roots 
and Identity



APPROACH



There are different ways that you can focus on your family story

Family HistoryLineage

• Tells how ancestors lived
• Adds photos, wills, maps, etc.
• Uses forensic tools (e.g., photo 

analysis)
• Builds narrative-rich trees
• Emphasizes personal stories

• Follows direct family lines
• Uses birth, marriage, death 

records
• Focuses on names and dates
• Prioritizes pedigree charts
• Often light on context

Social History

• Adds community and context
• Includes jobs, housing, and 

neighbors
• Uses local histories and 

newspapers
• Applies the FAN method
• Adds historical notes to the tree

Different Approaches



TAKE STOCK



Take Stock

Gather What’s Already in the Family

Talk with Relatives While You Can

Before diving into online research, take a look at what your family already has. 
Old photos, letters, family Bibles, and personal items can offer valuable clues. 
Wills, deeds, and newspaper clippings may reveal names, places, and stories 
you won’t find anywhere else. Even casual family stories can open unexpected 
doors.

Your oldest relatives are living libraries. Take time to talk with them 
— and if they’re comfortable, record the conversation or take notes. 
Be gentle with sensitive topics, and remember that memories aren’t 
always exact, but they can point you in the right direction.

What does your family have that will help your research?



PRESERVE



Catalog and Document

Document the Details

Capture the Story

Photograph heirlooms, records, and memorabilia in good lighting. Include labels 
or digital notes that describe what each item is, who it belonged to, and when or 
where it was used. For example, “Grandpa's WWII medal, awarded 1944, France

Go beyond the item itself. Write down or record the story behind it—
how it was used, passed down, or discovered. These stories give 
context and emotional connection that dates and names alone 
can’t capture.

Preserve What You’ve Found



File, Share, and Protect

Organize and Back Up

Share and Preserve

Create a system that works for you—digital folders by surname, physical binders 
by record type, or a mix. Always keep backup copies of digital files (cloud + 
external drive) and protect paper documents in acid-free sleeves or boxes.

Don’t keep it all to yourself—share heirloom photos and stories with 
family or upload them to genealogy sites. Add “heirloom notes” to 
your tree so future generations know the significance of each item.

Organize for the Future



EXAMPLE



RESEARCH PLAN



A Typical Genealogy Workflow
From family clues to evidence-based stories

AI assists —
evidence leads

1. Start With What You Know

Yourself, parents, grandparents, stories

2. Gather & Preserve

Photos, documents, heirlooms, 
interviews

3. Build a Working Tree

Organize names, dates, places, 
relationships

4. Search the Records

Census, vital records, newspapers, wills, 
land

5. Use AI as Your Assistant

Transcribe, summarize, brainstorm, 
translate, spot gaps

6. Analyze the Evidence

Compare sources, resolve conflicts, 
question assumptions

7. Add Context & Story

Places, occupations, migration, FAN 
club, local history

8. Verify, Cite & Share

Document sources, preserve findings, 
share responsibly

AI can help at every stage — but records, evidence, and judgment still lead the way.

FAMILY CLUES

EVIDENCE-BASED STORY



People You Know
It Starts With You

Add Immediate Family
• Include your parents, siblings, aunts, and uncles
• Record key facts: names, birthplaces, occupations
• Ask questions and compare notes with relatives
• Choose to follow either your maternal or paternal line first

• You are the first twig in your tree
• Begin with your full name, birthdate, and place
• Add what you know—photos, stories, important life events
• This simple start will quickly branch into a larger tree

Expand to Extended Family
• Add grandparents, cousins, great-aunts, and uncles
• Look for clues in census records, obituaries, and photos
• Connect families through marriage records and children
• Watch your tree grow as patterns and stories emerge



Stepping Back in Time

Far Ancestors (200–400 Years Ago)
• Work into the 1600s and 1800s, often pre-census
• Focus on parish records, tax rolls, and early military records
• Be alert for spelling changes and shifting borders
• Link families through community ties and historical events

Near Ancestors (Up to 200 Years Ago)
• Trace back to great-grandparents and their parents
• Use censuses, wills, church, and land records
• Pay attention to maiden names and family migrations
• Start identifying patterns in names, locations, and occupations

Distant Ancestors (Over 400 Years Ago)
• Enter the era of early written records—scarce and hard to find
• Use probate files, land grants, and manorial records
• Understand social class: fewer records exist for common folk
• Be cautious—many trees at this level rely on assumptions



SEARCH STRATEGY













DEVIL IN THE DETAILS







DNA





The Role of DNA

DNA Matching
Connects you with relatives who have also taken DNA tests, 
revealing shared ancestry and potential new family 
branches

Lineage Tracking
Analyzes Y-DNA (father to son) and mitochondrial DNA 
(mother to all children) to trace direct paternal and 
maternal lines across generations

Ethnicity Estimate
Provides percentages of your ancestry from various global 
regions, helping you understand your ethnic background.



How Are You Related?



ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE



Genealogy’s Next Leap: Assisted Research

Physical Research Remote Research Assisted Research

• Physical research relied on in-person archives, libraries, and courthouses.

• Remote research brought digitized records, searchable databases, and instant access.

• Assisted research uses AI to help brainstorm, summarize, transcribe, and suggest next steps.

• AI is not a source — it is a research partner, not a substitute for records or reasoning.



AI Is Your Research Assistant, Not Your Source

AI can suggest, summarize, organize, and explain — but it does not prove anything.

AI CAN HELP AI CANNOT

✓ Suggest next research steps

✓ Summarize documents

✓ Transcribe or translate records

✓ Draft timelines and family stories

✕ Replace original records

✕ Prove a relationship

✕ Guarantee accuracy

✕ Remove the need for citations

Treat AI output as a lead, not a conclusion.



• Data Analysis & Interpretation: Spot patterns, timelines, and inconsistencies in your research

• Image Analysis & Photo Dating:  Examine clothing, context, or photo type to estimate dates

• Translation & Transcription:  Read old handwriting and translate foreign-language records

• Report Writing & Editing:  Turn notes into polished reports, narratives, or summaries

• Research Validation: Cross-check facts, sources, and logic for accuracy

• Virtual Research Assistant: Brainstorm next steps, identify sources, and fill in gaps

• Creating Content: Images, PDFs, Graphs, that can be used in your stories

• Brainstorming and Brickwalls: AI is excellent at suggesting new approaches

The Increasing Role of (Gen)-AI



Example Prompts You Can Use

Overcoming a brick wall

I have hit a brick wall with my research of James 
Beaumont - Born approx 1823.  These are my notes.  I 
cannot find him earlier than 1841.  Please suggest a 
strategy that I could take to overcome the brick wall. 
You can ask me questions.  Ask me one question at a 
time.  Formulate your advice based on my answers.

TIP: Tell ChatGPT to ask you questions to help with details.



Example Prompts You Can Use

Create a research plan

I am researching my great-grandfather, Anthony Lopez, who 
was born around 1860 and immigrated to the U.S. around 
1880. We believe he came from Genoa, Italy, but we are 
uncertain where he landed. He married Alessia Rossi, an 
Italian woman, in Albany, New York, in 1882. He died in 1920. 
Given his Spanish surname, I would like to explore whether his 
name was changed or recorded differently. I want to start with 
free online resources and later explore paid options and any 
specialist sites for Italian migration. Help me create a step-by-
step research plan to find records of his immigration, 
naturalization, and origins

TIP: The more context the better.

                                 



Example Prompts You Can Use

Translate and Transcribe a Document

You are an expert genealogical translator fluent in historical 
languages. I have uploaded a foreign-language genealogy 
document. Please identify the document's language, country 
of origin, approximate time period, and document type, then 
provide a faithful transcription of the original text (preserving 
original spelling, abbreviations, and formatting), followed by 
a complete English translation. 

Also, create a summary of the document's genealogical 
significance, the individuals named, their relationships, key 
dates, and anything useful for building or verifying a family 
tree.

TIP: Give ChatGPT a role



What AI Gets Wrong

• It may invent records, books, dates, or citations

• It may sound confident while being wrong

• It may misread handwriting or images

• It may create a nice story that goes beyond the evidence (fluff)

• It may give different answers to the same question

AI can be useful and wrong at the same time.



Safe AI Rules for Genealogists

✓ Avoid sharing sensitive details about living people

✓ Ask for sources, but verify them yourself

✓ Check original records whenever possible

✓ Keep your own notes and citations

✓ Ask AI to separate facts, assumptions, and next steps

✓ Treat every AI answer as a lead, not a conclusion

Use AI with curiosity — and with caution.



SOFTWARE





At the library, you can access free 

versions of genealogy research tools as 

well as links to dozens of specialty 

research sites. The Florida History & 

Genealogy Library is located at the John 

F. Germany Public Library. The Robert W. 

Saunders Sr. Library specializes in 

African American history and genealogy.

AVAILABLE
AT THE

LIBRARY





ANY QUESTIONS

My YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/@Beaumont-Genealogy/videos

My Genealogy Website:  For This Presentation 
https://www.beaumont-genealogy.com/classes

My Email:
John.Beaumont@Outlook.com
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