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The Second Great Leap: 
From Remote to Assisted Research

Physical → Remote →Assisted 
• Genealogy has evolved in leaps, and we’re now 

entering a new phase.

Remote [internet] research changed everything. 
• We gained access to digitized records, searchable 

databases, and instant access to documents.

Now, Gen-AI marks a new leap: 
• Tools like ChatGPT help with brainstorming, 

summarizing, transcribing, and guiding research 
steps.

However, remember that Gen-AI is not a source. 
• It’s a research partner, not a substitute for records or 

reasoning.





With Some Obvious Human Type Flaws
Gen-AI Can Seem Almost Human 

He'll make up an answer if he doesn't know. She gives different answers to the same question.



If You Can Text, You’re Ready for ChatGPT
If you’ve ever:

Sent a text message,
“Googled” a question
Used Facebook or social media

Then you already have the skills to use ChatGPT.
It’s just like messaging a very helpful friend

One who’s always there to assist, explain, 
brainstorm, and more.
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ChatGPT
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Lots of models
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They will give different results



Common AI Mistakes 
& Pitfalls
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Common AI Mistakes

Believing Everything It Says
Sounds confident but may be flat-out wrong.

Mistaking Fluency for Accuracy
A well-written answer doesn’t mean a correct answer.

It Will Justify Wrong Info with Fake Citations
If it cites a book or article, verify it exists.

Thinking, It’s a Search Engine
It generates responses, not search results.

Getting Different Results from the Same Question
It generates each answer, so answers vary each time.

Not Treating It as a Conversation
Ask follow-ups, clarify, rephrase - you’re in charge.

General Pitfalls When Using ChatGPT (Gen-AI)
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Pitfalls for Genealogists

Not a Source — Just a Guide
It can suggest sources but is not itself one.

Fabricates Records or Sources
It may name books or documents that don’t exist.

Fake images are spreading.
If you see a photo of your GG-Grandfather, it could be a fake.

Results May Be Outdated or Incomplete
Especially on recent digitization or collections.

Bias Creeps In From All Sides
AI reflects bias from training, personalization, and chat flow.

“Fluffy” and Overwritten Narratives
It may over-explain or add irrelevant filler.

When Using Gen-AI for Family History
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Working with 
Gen-AI
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Prompts For Genealogists #1
Advise

I believe my relative was born in Orton, Westmorland, about 1790. 
I have found him in the 1841 census for the area. What are the 
next steps to find his birth information? 

THE PROMPT

THE RESPONSE
The Prompt can be in plain 
English, just the way you 

would talk to another 
person



Prompts For Genealogists #2

Transcribe and Analyze
I have this document - please transcribe it and identify 
what it is
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Prompts For Genealogists #3
Provide Historical Context
My 2nd great-grandparents, Charles Beaumont (1853-
1918) and Mary Ann Clover (1854-1932), moved from 
Rickmansworth, Herts, to Greenock, Scotland, around 1875. 
His first job in Scotland was as a railway porter, followed by 
a stint as a laborer in a sugar house. They relocated from 
Greenock to Silvertown in 1891 to work in the local sugar 
mills. I am investigating how and why they moved. I have 
never found a marriage certificate, and he is not listed in 
the 1871 census. Acting as a genealogist help me 
brainstorm a research plan. You can ask me questions. 
Ask me one question at a time.
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Prompts For Genealogists #4

Translate and Transcribe
Please identify, translate, and transcribe this 
document.
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Prompts For Genealogists #5

Summarize a document
Please summarize the attached document.
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Prompts For Genealogists #6

Help with a narrative
Please transform this report into a "story" I can share 
with my family. Please retain my voice, but make this 
easier to read for someone with little or no genealogical 
background. I want the story to be interesting and easy 
to read.
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Prompts For Genealogists #7

Overcoming a brickwall
I have hit a brick wall with my research of James 
Beaumont - Born approx 1823.  These are my notes.  I 
cannot find him earlier than 1841.  Please suggest a 
strategy that I could take to overcome the brick wall. 
You can ask me questions.  Ask me one question.  
Formulate your advice based on my answers
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Prompts For Genealogists #8

Create a research plan
I am researching my great-grandfather, Anthony 
Lopez, who was born around 1860 and immigrated to 
the U.S. around 1880. We believe he came from Genoa, 
Italy, but we are uncertain where he landed. He 
married Alessia Rossi, an Italian woman, in Albany, 
New York, in 1882. He died in 1920. Given his Spanish 
surname, I would like to explore whether his name was 
changed or recorded differently. I want to start with 
free online resources and later explore paid options 
and any specialist sites for Italian migration. Help me 
create a step-by-step research plan to find records of 
his immigration, naturalization, and origins
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Prompts For Genealogists #9

Check and review work.
I have produced this report for a client.  Please check 
for ambiguities and errors.  Please suggest any 
improvements that could be made to make the report 
more valuable to the client.
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Prompts For Genealogists #10

DNA questions
We have an unknown parent event for the father of 
one of our grandfathers, Isaac Brooks Bond, born in 
1910 in Chester County, PA . We did DNA testing 
through Ancestry and found that we have several DNA 
matches who descend from William Isaac Longman, 
who was also in Chester County at the time. However, 
William also had a brother, Patton Longman. As far as 
we can tell, Patton died without issue. Is there any way 
to use DNA to tell who the father was?
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AI Vision in Action
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AI Vision (#11)
Review and analyze an image
Please review this image and describe the image.  In addition to describing 
the image, please tell me what signage you can identify and give me a list of 
the different elements

Postcard from Authors collection



AI Vision (#12)
Create your own image
Please create a Photo-realistic image of Hull, Yorkshire, England, in 1750. Focus on the bustling 
harbor at the mouth of the River Hull and the River Humber. Include: - Wooden wharf extending 
into the river - Square-rigged merchant ship moored at the waterfront - Longshoremen 
loading cargo onto the ship - Ship's captain in a blue woolen coat and a wide-brimmed hat -
Workers hauling bundles of pottery, hosiery, and beer. Mix of wooden buildings in the 
background - large timber-framed import inspection warehouse - Dirt streets with locals, 
merchants, and sailors. The city of Hull is in the background, with late afternoon golden sunlight 
casting long shadows and rippling water reflecting the colorful sky. Use warm tones and rich 
details to capture the essence of Hull docks as a bustling and growing English city. 
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AI Vision #13

Date and Identify a family photo
Please review the attached photo - tell me as much 
as you can about it. Please describe your logic for any 
conclusions you make. You can ask me questions one 
at a time.
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FINAL THOUGHTS

AI Is a Tool, Not a Truth Machine: Use Gen-AI to explore ideas, not to confirm facts. Always validate with 
original sources. Gen-AI is not a source

Always Fact-Check AI Citations: If AI provides references, verify them. It can (and does) invent books, record 
sets, and dates.

Don't Let AI Replace Your Judgment: AI can offer suggestions, but it lacks context, critical thinking, and even 
knowledge of the truth.  

Bias Is Built In: AI wants to “please you” by giving you the answer it thinks you want, so be aware that AI may 
reflect assumptions from its training data, your input, personalization, or the flow of conversation

Write Better Prompts, Get Better Results: We did not cover this much today. The quality of output depends on 
the quality of your input. Be specific, give context, and refine.



ANY QUESTIONS

My YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/@Beaumont-Genealogy/videos

My Genealogy Website:  
https://www.beaumont-genealogy.com/classes

My Email:
John.Beaumont@Outlook.com


